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NSW Drought Impacts
During 2002 and 2003

John Moorhouse
September 2003

Drought  Management
Will Your System Cope?

Darling River – 1991 Algae Emergency 

John Moorhouse
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Girilambone Groundtanks - 1982

John Moorhouse

Moruya River – February 1982

John Moorhouse
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12 – Month Rainfall Anomalies to July 2003

24 – Month Rainfall Anomalies to July 2003
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12 – Month Rainfall Deficiencies to July 2003

24 – Month Rainfall Deficiencies to July 2003
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11 – Month Rainfall Deficiencies to February 1983

10 – Month Rainfall Deficiencies to January 2003
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69 %79 %750 GLGlenbawn Raised

28 %20 %312 GLPindari Raised

46 %12 %88 %11 GLToonumbar
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Wyangala Dam – August 2003 (9%)

Leonie Huxedurp

Wyangala Dam – August 2003

Leonie Huxedurp
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Performance of Town Water Supply
Schemes in the Summer of 2002/3

01  (Quality)On-Stream Dam

43Shallow Bores

2011Rainwater Tanks

00Deep Bores

92Un-Regulated River

00Regulated River

418Scheme with Storage

Number at RiskNumber FailedScheme Category

                 Droughtwatch 2002/2003

Monitoring

• Name of Town/Scheme
• Water Utility
• Scheme Status
• Drought Management Plan Status
• Government Assistance Sought
• Government Assistance Provided
• Date of Report
• Restriction Level
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                   Droughtwatch 2002/2003

 Assisting Water Utilities

• Drought Management Planning
• Consultations with Water Users, Bulk Water

Providers, Water Managers, etc.
• Consultations with Regulators
• Maintaining Essential Supplies
• Arranging Technical and Financial Assistance

                          Water Cartage 
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     Water Train - 1982 

Water Train Trial – December 1994
                       Sydney
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Lessons from 2002 & 2003

• Need for accurate Asset Registers
• Must comply with normal statutory requirements
• Lack of Drought Management Planning
• Must follow Drought Management Plan

recommendations
• Need to keep Drought Management Plans up to date
• Effectiveness of Groundwater

Actions for the Summer of 2003/4

• Lachlan Valley towns
• Southern Tablelands towns
• NSW North Coast
• Canberra and Sydney
• Other Communities
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Challenges for the Future
• Review of the Drought Security Guidelines
• Salinity and Algae Problems in natural streams
• Identification of alternative water sources
• Availability of alternative water sources – rainwater, grey

water and effluent
• Connectivity between surface and groundwater systems
• Security of supply for small communities
• Broad scale water restrictions
• Uniform water restrictions for residential consumers
• Guidelines for the Preparation of Drought Management

Plans - Ministry Checklist - Signage


